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Photo courtesy Van Buren Township Communications Dept. 
This group of local police, fire, and emergency crew workers took part in the annual Shop With a Hero at Meijer to help young people shop for Christmas. The recent event was hosted 
by Van Buren Township Police Department. 
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ocal police, fire, and emergency crew personnel recently took part in the annual Shop With a Hero at Walmart to help youngsters shop for their families for Christmas. The event 
was put together by Van Buren Township School Resource Officer Ryan Bidwell. 
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" a a T? 75. Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 
WILLIS FEED MILL | 28 du Md Ded 


For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide 


CSI SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT the highest quality, affordable pues communities possible for seniors. 
Affordatte Rental Communities for Seniors 


575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 


Dog and Cat Food Aes Os On F : : . 
. . : . or more information call: 
Wild Bird and Squirrel Food Ei Mica c 
Certified Organic Products M-W-F gam-Noon 
Hay and Straw * Poultry Food ur a . 
Horse and Livestock Feed "m" "n " Amenities 7 
e 100% Smoke free campus ° Subsidized rent 
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan e — Individual heating & cooling e — On-site laundry 
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton) T e — Emergency in-unit pull cords * Transportation available Ec 
1o ecol yuu goon. (724) 250c07001 wilisfeed@att.net EN.  www.csi.coop ^ (800) 593-3052 TDD (800) 348-7ou || ¥ 
DAVE'S S TREASURE "V 
Private | Cash or 
local checks Your Smite Comes First! 
S p orts Affordable, Kind, and Convenient. 
— Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville 
; Memorabilia C - www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com 
Any Item In À 
E ilie ^. (734)699-4438 ^ Tools and 
pa ug c D Collectibles 
no Guns. | Wednesday -Saturd ae x ; 
With Coupon. VM AMiGSPM > Accessories e Now Booking New Patients * 
: . . Open Evenings and Weekends 
668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 


Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids 


mm Now Featuring 


zzz Roofing and Siding, Inc. mm, CO UC CI 


OVER OF EXPERIENCE and 


Roofing * Siding * Flat Roofs 


Now Turu January 31, 2024 
Receive Our CerntainTeeo Roor 4-Star 
EXTENDED Warranty ror Free! Current & 
Past Miuranv MemsBers witt RECEIVE A 
$250 Castas Girt Carp! 


Licensed & Insured Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D. a, 
11824 Belleville Rd 


Belleville, MI 48111 FA Are rae Nee 
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*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details 


734.699.1010 


Visit us 9€ www.barnettroofing.com 


perspectiveeyecare.com 
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Independent photo by James Otzman 


Clover Communities is constructing 128 independent senior housing apartments in three stories on the west side of Belleville Road just south of Robson Road, called The Willows. 
The 17.7-acre, Van Buren Township site is nestled in a grove of trees, back from the road. Each apartment unit contains an individual laundry and Kitchens along with on-site garage 
and in-building storage unit. These are for tenants aged 55 and up. 


Court Watching: 


Taylor doesn't show for 4 exams on catalytic converter thefts 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

Matthew Mark Taylor, 30, of Sumpter 
Township failed to show up for his four, 
live preliminary exams and one remote 
pretrial, all set for Dec. 6 in front of 34^ 
District Court Judge Lisa Martin. The 
alleged thefts involved catalytic converters 
taken from vehicles. 

The exams had been set for Oct. 18 but 
then were adjourned to Dec. 6 because 
Taylor said his assigned attorney had not 
been in contact. 

On Dec. 6, defense attorney Rebecca 
Tieppo said she had no idea her client was 
not in the court. She pointed out she had 
not yet received discovery and that the 
prosecutor had changed a few times over 
the course of the case and the defence 
attorney has changed. 

Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor 
Mohamed Mohamed said the discovery 
had been sent, but digital discovery was 


missing on three of the four cases. He said 
he hoped to get a global resolution but 
he's been unable to get in contact with the 
defense attorney. 

Defense attorney Tieppo said she would 
like the exams adjourned to give her time to 
reach out to contact her client. 

“There are four different exams,” 
Prosecutor Mohamed noted. 

Judge Martin set bench warrants on all 
four cases. 

“The victims are here for the third time, 
in this courtroom,” Judge Martin said. “Mr. 
Taylor was here last time. Now he’s got a 
failure to appear on another matter today.” 

She set bond at $10,000/10% on all four 
files. She said the warrants can be canceled 
“when we find him.” 

The four cases set for the preliminary 
examinations all involve charges of larceny 
from a motor vehicle: 

* in Romulus on Jan. 6, 2020, larceny 
from a motor vehicle; 


e in Romulus on Jan. 9, 2020, two larcenies 
from a motor vehicle and one assault on a 
police officer; 

* in Romulus on Oct. 25, 2019, receiving 
and concealing stolen property with value 
between $1,000 and $20,000 and larceny 
from a motor vehicle; and 

e in Van Buren Township on Oct. 21,2019, 
two counts of larceny between $1,000 and 
$20,000 and two counts of receiving and 
concealing stolen property with value 
between $1,000 and $20,000. 

Judge Martin said the last time the court 
adjourned his case it was because of a 
breakdown with his attorney. Judge Martin 
said the case has been going on since 2020. 

Taylor had said it was because of a plea deal 
that was withdrawn and both the prosecutor 
and the judge said the prosecutor doesn't 
need a reason to withdraw an offered plea. 

Another charge from Wayne County 
Sheriff Department for driving while 
license suspended on April 20 had been set 


for its show cause/arraignment on Oct. 18. 
Taylor wanted it adjourned to the same day 
as the other charges and Judge Martin set it 
for Dec. 6. 

Judge Martin noted that Taylor had 
payment arrangements with the court and 
she said he flippantly told her he owes the 
court $7,000 already. She asked him to set 
up a payment plan. 

This case originally was delayed when it 
was in Judge David Parrott's courtroom and 
the judge recused himself when he learned 
the victims were his friends and may be 
testifying. The other judges also recused 
themselves and then an outside judge filled 
in when Judge Parrott stepped down from 
the bench. When Judge Martin was elected, 
she took over the case. 

Keith Johnston, a witness who has been 
waiting for years to testify, said catalytic 
converters were stolen from vehicles at his 
printing business and the adjoining car lot 
at 11370 Hunt St. in Romulus. 


Belleville DDA approves offer on property after 42-minute closed session 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

After 42 minutes in a closed-door session 
during its regular meeting on Dec. 20, 
the Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority voted unanimously to follow 
through on what they had discussed in 
private and have city Administrative 
Assistant Steve Jones write up a contract. 

This is the fourth closed-door meeting the 
DDA has held over the past few months to 
consider purchase of properties. 

The only non-DDA members present in 
the Dec. 20 closed session were Realtor 
Glenn Silvenis, City Manager Jason Smith, 
City Clerk/Treasurer Briana Hootman, and 
Jones. 


At its Nov. 15 meeting, the DDA had a 
similar closed session and came back into 
public session to direct the administrative 
staff to negotiate purchase of the properties 
discussed in closed session. 

Closed-door session is legal under MCL 
15.268(d) to consider the purchase or lease 
of real property up to the time an option 
to purchase or lease that real property is 
obtained. 

The DDA had a half-hour closed session 
on Nov. 15 and voted to move forward 
with the purchase of property discussed in 
that closed session. 

DDA chairperson Alicia McGovern 
responded to a question from the 
Independent, saying this was not the 


property at Third and Main, but another 
property. She said the Third and Main 
purchase has been delayed. 

The minutes of the Oct. 18 meeting 
reported, after a 47-minute closed-door 
session, a motion passed unanimously to 
make an offer of $90,000 for the property 
located at the corner of Third Street and 
Main Street, pending appraisal and results 
of an environmental study on the land, with 
an allotted 180-day inspection period. 

Paul Armstrong, a Realtor from 
NextHome Evolution of Belleville, was 
present for most of the Oct. 18 closed 
session 

On Oct. 24, the DDA held another 
meeting, just for a 12-minute closed-door 


session, and adjourned without public 
action. On Nov. 15, the DDA voted to pay 
accounts payable that included payments 
of $2,300 and $1,600 on Nov. 3 to 
Collins Appraisal Group for appraisals of 
"improved commercial property." 

In other business at its Dec. 20 meeting, 
the DDA: 

* Heard Jones give the Annual DDA 
Report for 2023, as required by law; 

* Approved the regular 2024 meeting 
dates. The meetings are at 6 p.m. on the 
third Wednesdays of each month; 

* Heard chairperson Alicia MGovern 
welcome new DDA members: Mayor Ken 
Voigt, John Winter, Mike Gatteri, and Chris 

(continued on page 9) 
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Editorial 
Library needs help 
with our teenagers 


Supporters of the Belleville Area District 
Library are very happy that their facility 
is being used as an after-school meeting 
place and a place to study for high school 
students, rather than having them walking 
the streets after school. 

There is no after-school hangout besides 
the library and the staff is trying to make 
it a comfortable, interesting, and safe place 
for them to be. Of course, the library is very 
loud after school because teenagers can be 
very loud. 

Regular patrons who want a quiet 
background to read and think have 
complained about the noise. Some have 
decided not to come to the library in the 
after-school hours and rather come in the 
quiet mornings. 

The library has hired a new employee to 
be with the teenagers in their upstairs area 
and suggest games and other activities. 

The library recently had to temporarily ban 
certain kinds of fast food after large pizzas 
were brought into the upstairs teen area. 
Library administration said it was looking 
more like a food court than a library. 

And, then there was the teen fight out in 
the parking lot between three females that 
emptied the library teen area so everyone 
could watch. Two police departments 
arrived and teens were detained. 

These teenagers mostly belong to our 
community and parents and others need to 
help the library by helping to keep a lid on 
things or providing a place for teens to go 
just to hang out. How about a teen center? 


www.bellevilleareaindependent.com 
baindependent@ameritech.net 


EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


Tomorrow, Jan. 5, 1995, is the day to 
celebrate the first edition of the Belleville- 
Area Independent. Happy Birthday to us! 

KKK 
We received a call from a reader in 
Westlake Apartments who said loud jets 
are waking her up at 2 and 3 in the morning. 
She wanted to know what is going on. 

It's seems to be coming from Willow Run 
Airport. 

KKK 

We saw a squirrel in the straw next to 
Baby Jesus in the creche in front of Bethany 
Bible Church as we were out delivering 
Independents recently. It jumped up and 
ran to the end of the parking lot and just 
watched us drive by. We must have startled 
it. 

Last Thursday, there were three robins in 
the Bethany parking lot when we delivered 
there. A lot of wildlife is at the site. 

KKK 

The word is that construction on Haggerty 
Road between Ecorse and Van Born is due 
to begin Jan. 4. On Friday we saw signs 
concerning the construction on Haggerty, 
but we're not sure what they said because 
they were covered up until needed. 

The Van Buren Township water lines 
are supposed to go in first, according to 
reports. 

It will be a real pain for workers to get to 
their jobs in that area, but the holes in the 
road are so deep it's been very dangerous 
for some time. It will take a while to get it 
all dug up and replaced, but when the road 
is smoothed out everyone will be so glad. 

KKK 

Someone asked us if the Denton Road 

Bridge is closed by Wayne County because 
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Established Dec. 3, 1994 


734-699-9020 
FAX 734-699-8962 
First Edition Jan. 5, 1995 


The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper 
published each Thursday in Belleville, MI. 


Editor: Rosemary K. Otzman 
Home phone (NO ADS, PLEASE!): 697-1294 


Advertising Manager: 


Janet Millard 
Bookkeeper: James Otzman 
Production Manager: 
James Otzman 
Office Manager: Elaine Gutierrez 


Belleville Area Independent'" is a Trademark 
and is registered with the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670 
Belleville Area Independent Holding Company, 
LLC (Michigan Limited Liability Company) 


The Independent is owned and operated by 
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of 
members of this community. 


Entire contents of this paper is 
Copyrighted © 2024 - All rights reserved. 


This paper is available free at sites throughout the 
community. To get the Independent delivered by 
mail, cost is $55 per year for postage, Outside of 
Michigan - $60 per year, outside of the USA - call. 
Also available free to download on our website. 


Deadline for news & ads (see below) is Noon of every 
Monday. Deadline for ads smaller than 1/2 page is Noon 
Monday, and all advertising 1/2 page or larger is Noon 
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks. 
Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday. 
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THE VALENTI NES 
S ARE OUT ! 


it is in danger of collapsing, why isn’t the 
roadway at Haggerty and E. Huron River 
Drive closed for the same reason? Good 
question. 
"ok 
Got a call over the weekend about the 
drinking water at Holiday West and Holiday 
Woods mobile home parks in Sumpter 
Township. The caller said the water is 
undrinkable and is milky in appearance and 
smells bad. People who give it to their dogs 
report the dogs get diarrhea. Residents said 
they called Sumpter Township Police and 
the mobile home park managements but 
said nothing has been done as of Tuesday 
noon. 
"ok 
Ibought an armload of books to read at the 
recent Friends of Belleville Area District 
Library used-book sale. I finally read the 
last of my armload over the weekend and 
found an old picture tucked inside that 
obviously had been used as a bookmark. 
We're including the special picture in 
today's paper so whoever recognizes it 
can come pick it up. The young man in the 
picture is sure to be an adult by now. It's 
from a time when youngsters did the dishes 
and other chores to earn their allowances. 
"ok 
It seemed strange to have a December 
without snow, but we managed to get 
through Christmas without any snow at 
all. No action so far on the snow hill at 
Van Buren Park for kids on vacation from 
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...By Rosemary K. Otzman 
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school. Maybe this week. 

Our snowblower broke, so we bought a 
new one and now we are ready. Sure hope 
we get some snow eventually this winter or 
our new snowblower will be packed away 
for the summer, brand new and unused. 

KKK 
Our advertising director Janet Millard 
is still at home recovering from her bout 
with pneumonia but hopes to be back next 
week. 

The rest of the staff is filling in for her 
so we can take care of 
your needs, whatever 
they are. January is 
usually a very quiet 
month in newspapers, 
as businesses wrap up 
the previous year and 
plan for the new year. 

We miss Janet and 
hope she heals soon and gets back to her 
desk, which is getting full of messages and 
greetings. 


KKK 


Each year, Diane Madigan and her 
husband Carl send us a special amaryllis 
that blooms at (Christmas. This one 
bloomed right on Christmas Day. It’s a 
beautiful pink/rose color. Diane and Carl 
used to live in Van Buren Township and 
took part in township activities. They're in 
Tennessee now, but they still have helped 
every January with the list of salaries we 
publish from local governmental bodies. 
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JOE'S APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 


In-Home Service 
Calls on Most 
Major Appliances. 


(734) 697-3206 


Columbia Court 
Apartments 


275 W. Columbia * Belleville 


For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only. 
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older 
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply 
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences 
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202 


Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants 


For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 
The Belleville-Area Independent 


INDOOR DINING AND OUR AYCE BUFFET IS BACK! 


CHINA KING 


45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 


Next to the Belleville Post Office 


(734) 699-1550 


NEW HOURS 
SUNDAY-THURSDAY 
11:00AM - 9:00PM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
11:00AM - 10:00PM 


HOTSPOT 


See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com . 


LUNCH e DINNER 
Best Buffet Around! —__— 


DEeE.ivery AVAILABLE THRU UBER EATS & | GRUBHUB! 
LUNCH SPECIALS * BEER & WINE AVAILABLE * DRIVE-THRU PICKUP 
Thanks for your support over the years © 


Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr 


Certified Public Accountants 


Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA 


Gayl Parr, CPA 


Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals 
Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements 


Payroll Services 


Business and Personal Tax Returns 


Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation 


Quickbooks Training and Support 


Visit our website 
www.bellevilletaxservices.com 


Call Us Today! 
(734) 697-8000 


All major credit cards accepted 


SI Sd 


152 Main Street 
(in The Professional Building) 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


* Wednesday, Jan. 10 — Teen Library 
Vibes from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. at the 
Belleville Area District Library. There is 
a new activity on the second Wednesday 
of each month. In January it is "Candy 
Vibes" where they will be making candy 
sushi. It looks like sushi but is colorful and 
all candy. Come to the library after school, 
make sushi, eat candy, hang out. 

* Wednesday, Jan. 10 — Phil Hale Jazz 
Night at 7 p.m. at the Belleville Area 
District Library. Bringing the Jazz Club to 
the community. Enjoy soulful sounds and 
light refreshments. Presented by the library 
and the Jazz Foundation of America. 

* Wednesday, Feb. 7 — “Born Free and 
Equal: Michigan's Colored Regiment" at 7 
p.m. at the Belleville Area District Library. 
Maurice Imhoff, president of the Jackson 
Civil War Muster, presents the history of 
the 102" U.S. Colored Troops, formed in 
Michigan. 

e Thursday, Feb. 8 — Classic Movie Night 
Series at 6:30 p.m. at the Belleville Area 
District Library. Watch and discuss classic 
films presented by former Detroit Free 
Press film critic John Monaghan. Brought 
to you by the Friends of the Library and the 
Belleville Area Council for the Arts. 

* Thursday, Feb. 22 — "Detroit's City 
Walls Program: Highlighting African 
American History through Outdoor 
Murals” at 7 p.m. at the Belleville Area 
District Library. Detroit journalist and 
historian Ken Coleman will talk on 
Detroit’s City Walls program. 

* Tuesday, Feb. 27 — “Midnight: Detroit 
& The Underground Railroad" at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Belleville Area District Library. Billy 
Winkel, assistant curator at the Detroit 
Historical Society, will present Detroit's 
role in the Underground Railway. 

e Saturday, March 2 — Find your next 
great read with the help of the Belleville 
Area District Library. Join the 3:30 p.m. 
hands-on workshop at the Sumpter Media 
Center and learn how to use Novelist 
Plus, an online tool made available by the 
Michigan Library. Search for fiction and 
non-fiction by genre, topic, mood, and 
more. You can even search for author, title, 
and series read-alikes. 

* Tuesday, March 12 — “The Potato 
Famine and the Coming of the Irish to 
America" at 6 p.m. at the Belleville 
Area District Library. Author and 
storyteller Terence O’Lear will share the 


KAREN'S 
PLACE \ 


A Salon 
For Everyone 
36968 Huron River Drive 


New Boston, Michigan 
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome 


734-753-9130 
Open: Tues.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3 


D 
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heartbreaking stories of the Irish during 
the five long years of the potato Famine, 
when more than one million Irish died and 
more than one million fled to America and 
survived. 

* Thursday, March 14 — Classic Movie 
Night Series at 6:30 p.m. at the Belleville 
Area District Library. Watch and discuss 
classic films presented by former Detroit 
Free Press film critic John Monaghan. 
Brought to you by the Friends of the 
Library and the Belleville Area Council for 
the Arts. 

* Thursday, April 11 — Classic Movie 
Night Series at 6:30 p.m. at the Belleville 
Area District Library. Watch and discuss 
classic films presented by former Detroit 
Free Press film critic John Monaghan. 
Brought to you by the Friends of the 
Library and the Belleville Area Council for 
the Arts. 


Á A AAA 


Dec. 29 — Erwin (Jime) Barnowsky 
Jan. 2 — Gayle Bernatt 


Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020. 


Court Watching 


Andre Lovell Crittendon 

Andre Lovell Crittendon, 21, of Sumpter 
Township, is charged with two counts of 
assault with a dangerous weapon (felonious 
assault), domestic violence-3", and interfering 
with a crime report on Dec. 11 in Sumpter 
Township. He was arraigned Dec. 16 out- 
county and his bond was set at $300,000 cash. 

He was present for his probable cause 
conference on Dec. 27 before 34" District 
Court Judge Tina Brooks Green. She set his 
live preliminary exam for Feb. 7. He is to 
have no contact with the victim. 

Chinel Danyel Griffin 

Chinel Danyel Griffin, 42, of Ypsilanti is 
charged with retail fraud-first degree on Aug. 
26 in Van Buren Township. Her arraignment/ 
probable cause conference was set for Dec. 
27. She was labeled a habitual offender-4" 
degree. Judge Green set her probable cause 
conference for Jan. 17. 

Amy Maryjoe Gibbons 

Amy Maryjoe Gibbons of Van Buren 
Township is charged with domestic violence 
on Aug. 9, 2017 in Van Buren Township. 
She failed to show up for her arraignment/ 
pretrial and a warrant was signed. She was in 
custody on Dec. 7 and her remote pretrial was 
set for Dec. 27. At that time, the charge was 
dismissed by the victim. Case closed. 
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MARY RUTH BRACKEN 

(December 11, 1939 — December 28, 2023) 
Mary Ruth Bracken, 84, of Vestaburg, Mich., 
died peacefully on Thursday, December 28, 
2023, at her home in hospice care with her son 
Kevin by her side. 

She was born September 11, 1939, in Ypsilanti, 
Mich., the daughter of Glen Albert and Audrie 
Elizabeth (Curtis) Burd. On Nov. 19, 1955, she 
married Ronald A. Bracken. They made their 
home in Ypsilanti, then Belleville and later, in 
1992, moved to Vestaburg. He died Oct. 15, 
2006. 

Mary enjoyed group trips with the seniors, 
euchre with friends and visits from her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She 
was passionate about shopping for infant and 
children's clothes. She would donate to the 
East Montcalm Baby Pantry at Ferris Church of 
Christ in Vestaburg. 

Mary is survived by her son, Kevin Bracken of 
Edmore, Mich.; 5 grandchildren, Misty, Amber, 
Josh, Kyle, Jessica; 9 great-grandchildren, 
Braylen, Zackery, Alexander, Ella, Cassius, 
Julian, Mackenzie, Kaylee and Avery; her 
recently widowed daughter-in-law, Laura and 
many nieces and nephews. 

In addition to her husband, parents and her 
siblings (5 brothers and 2 sisters), she was 
preceded in death by her sons, Rick and Jeff. 
Services will be held at Brigham Funeral Chapel 
in Edmore, Mich. on January 6, 2024 at 2 pm. In 
lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be 
made to American Diabetes Association and/or 
American Kidney Fund. 


For you and your family 
throughout the holiday 
season and 2024 


May you find peace in the promise of 
the solstice night, 

That each day forward is blessed with 
more light, 

That the cycle of nature, unbroken and 
true, 

Brings faith in your soul and well-being 
to you. 

Rejoice in the darkness, in the silence 
find rest, 

And may the days that follow be 
abundantly blessed. 


-- Author unknown 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


bellevilleareaindependent.com 


BHS at-home games 


* Friday, Jan. 5 — Boys Freshman 
Basketball vs. Franklin HS; Boys JV 
Basketball vs. Franklin HS, 5:30 p.m.; 
Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Franklin HS, 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation LLC 


Licensed and Insured -° Free Estimates - Furnaces : Boilers 


7 p.m. Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 


* Tuesday, Jan. 9 — Girls JV Basketball vs. 
Fordson HS, 5:30 p.m. Girls Varsity 
Basketball vs. Fordson HS, 7 p.m. 

Go Tigers! 
Diane Kiessel, BHS Athletics Secretary 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bopy AND FENDER REPAIR 
COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 
(734) 699-3641 
Fax: (734) 699-3856 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


, RT Ems 


The Hair Station 
(734) 796-4795 


151 Main Street 
Belleville MI 48111 


PLease Inquire About Our 
FaLL/WiwrER SPECIALS! 
thehairstation151@yahoo.com 


George E. Long, III 
Attorney & Counselor At Law 
Federal & State Criminal 
and Civil Defense 
DUI * Wills e Probate Matters 


Divorce e Social Security Disability 
Notary Public 


A Y — 734-697-4455 
321 Main Street, BeLeviLLe, MI 48111 GioncLaw.com 


p, All Insurances Welcome 


fa 

/ SUMPTER Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee 
/ GOLLIGION Onsite Rental Cars 
W^ “A Family Tradition Since 1957 R.V. Repair 
James Chudzinski - Owner "m Auto Glass 
Kevin Schewe - Manager yl v 

21585 Sumpter Rd. v Motorcycle 
Belleville, MI 48111 & Watercraft 
Á 734.699.7758 ( ) 


See tp 
sumptercollision@gmail.com Hf TRAINED 


REALTY 


Angela Lee 
Direct: 313-626-1822 


Office: 313-214-2419 
Angela.Lee@exprealty.com 
www.AngelaLeeYourRealtor.com 
#LookAndListWithLee 


Rea 


The Lee Team 


Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 


ADOPTIONS BY APPOINTMENT, MONDAY - SATURDAY 
11 A.M. - 3 P.M. CALL 734-461-9458 


Friends of MI Animals Rescue 
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All 
ADOPTIONS BY 


aronet 51299 Arkona Road 
Se Belleville, MI 48111 


734-461-9458 


Friends of Michigan info@friendsofmichigan.org 
Animals Rescue www.friendsofmichigan.org 


ie ee Free Estimates 
at Service & Repair 
s Siew ic 
as Lines ore 
PLUMBING 
Caleb Windiate 


134.307.6478 


ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com 


Licensed & Insured 
Honest & Reliable 


west BRANCH BUILDER. 


a 
Eh 
P recu SERVING OUR 
ON COMMUNITY FOR 


FN OVER 38 YEARS 


21321 KARR RD 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


TIM BOWMAN 


LICENSED 
INSURED 


RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL 


westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098 


J.R's Tree Service 
734-250-3855 


Jeremy Reber 
owner 


Free Estimate's 
Tree Removal 
Tree Trimming 


Stump Removal 
Fire Wood 

Lot Clearing 
Fully Insured 


owner 
313-363-6590 


Arrwood Construction 

Grading, Excavating, etc. : 

Bill Arrwood ; | 
(1 


" 49450 Judd Rd. 
Belleville, MI. 48111 


arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com 


| 
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP & VAN Buren TOWNSHIP Fon Oven 41 YEARS 


Daud C. Broun 
Funeral Stome 


C9 Remember 


Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 


David C. Brown, Founder * Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager 


(734) 697-4500 


www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 
460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. 


© Estate Planning 9 Probate 9 Preporty Lew 
Mw St xt 734-718-8574 
Bellaille, Mech. 48117 wow camyyeversalelau com 


WL 


VY XE & 


BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 


Moving forward 417 Charles 
in Christ together! Sunday 10am 


bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288 


FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
6020 Denton Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 483-2276 
www.faithchurchdenton.org 
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship. 


BELLEVILLE 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Saturday Mornings 
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30 
89 South Edgemont 
bellevillesda.com 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


11900 Belleville Road 
Service and Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. 


sp BETHANY 


810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
All services are open to in person or live stream. 
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m. 
Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211 
* Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
* Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
* Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 


John Ira Miles, Jr. 


JOHN IRA MILES, JR. 

(May 27, 1949 — December 25, 2023) 

John Ira Miles, Jr., age 74, of Harrison, MI, 
formerly of Belleville, MI, passed away early 
Christmas morning at Henry Ford Hospital, 
Detroit, MI. He was born May 27, 1949, in 
Trenton, MI, the son of John Ira Miles, Sr. and 
Mary Ann (Dunigan) Miles. He graduated from 
Kennedy High School, Taylor, MI, class of 1967. 
He married the love of his life, Janice Brenner 
on August 14, 1970. John worked for General 
Motors for 32 years, before retiring in 2000. He 
was a member of the U.A.W. Local #163. He 
loved to travel and enjoyed camping with his 
family, making sure his three girls saw all 48 
continental states. He was a former member of 
St. Anthony Catholic Church, Belleville, MI. 
John and Jan started spending winters in Gulf 
Shores, Alabama about 7 years ago, where they 
loved walking the beach together. He enjoyed 
working out, the outdoors, hunting, and fishing, 
especially with his grandson. He and Jan were 
on several bowling leagues over the years. John 
was a member of the Harrison Moose Lodge. 
He was an avid reader. He probably had over 
a thousand books on his Kindle. John also 
enjoyed woodworking and made numerous 
things for almost every family member over the 
years, and many friends too. Most of all, John 
loved making people happy, telling jokes, or 
just plain having fun. He will be missed by all 
who knew him. 

Mr. Miles is survived by his loving wife of 53 
years Jan; three cherished daughters: Cherie 
(Jon) Creger of Narrows, Virginia, Rebekah 
Harkai of Lincoln Park, MI, Sabrina (Kyle) 
Young of Belleville, MI; four grandchildren: 
Dayton Howard, Bella Young, Sarah Grace 
Creger, and Brady Young; a sister Yvonne 
(Alan) Hale of California; a brother Don Miles 
of Taylor, MI; also numerous extended family 
and many friends. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, John Sr., and Mary Ann Miles; 
his in-laws Harry and Virginia Brenner; sister 
Marilyn Perry; brother Bill Miles; and also a 
grandson Blake Miles Young. 

A Celebration of John's Life will be held 
on May 26, 2024. Details will be provided 
closer to the date. Arrangements by David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, MI 48111-2764 (734) 697-4500. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Diabetes Association and would be 
appreciated. www.davidcbrownfh.com 


DORIS FLORENCE STOFFLET 
(December 13, 1925 — December 29, 2023) 
Age 98, of Belleville. Survived by two 
daughters, four grandchildren, four great- 
grandchildren, a sister. Private celebration set. 
Arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home. www.davidcbrownfh.com 


One Call Does It All... 


.. At The Independent 
734-699-9020 
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Jerry Curtis 


JERRY CURTIS 

(October 17, 1979 — December 29, 2023) 

Jerry Curtis, age 44, a life-long Belleville 
area resident, passed away suddenly, Friday, 
December 29, 2023, at Trinity Health Hospital, 
Ann Arbor, MI, with his family at his side. Jerry 
was born October 17, 1979, in Ypsilanti, MI, 
son of Henry Francis and Marsha Gay (Crum) 
Curtis. He was a member of the Belleville High 
School class of 1997. He enjoyed fishing and 
hunting. Most of all, he loved spending time 
with family and friends. 

Jerry is survived by his mother Marsha (Wayne) 
Havens of Henderson, Nevada; his long-time 
partner Rachael Ressler of Van Buren Township, 
MI; 4 children: Sheldon Obuch, Jonathan and 
Marissa Curtis, and Kyle Danielson; a sister 
Melissa Curtis; a brother Michael Kowalski; 
also numerous nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and many friends. He was preceded 
in death by his father Henry Curtis, also a son 
Kenneth Curtis. 

Cremation rites have been accorded. 
Arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, Belleville, MI. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


MARTHA ALICE WING 

(November 29, 1934 — December 27, 2023) 
Age 89, of Belleville. Survived by six children, 
17 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, a 
sister and brother. Gathering set at 11 a.m. Jan. 
4 at Brown Funeral Home, followed by funeral 
at 11:30 a.m. www.davidcbrownfh.com 


Upcoming Meetings 


e Tuesday, Jan. 9 — Belleville Area District 
Library board, 7:30 p.m. 
* Wednesday, Jan. 10 — Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m. 
* Thursday, Jan. 11 — Keystone Academy 
school board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township Planning Commission, 6 p.m., 
to hold public hearing for proposed self- 
serve car wash at 17440 Sumpter Rd. and 
site plan review of project. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission at 7 p.m., with a 
public hearing at 7:30 p.m. on an ordinance 
change for seasonal boat storage. 


CREMATION 


$895.00 complete 
NO Hidden Service Fees 


(800) 331-5051 


DUZAK Funeral & 
Cremation Center, Inc. 


Southeast Michigan's Lowest 
Cremation Cost Provider 
Since 1977 


www.duzakcremation.com 
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KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING 


RUSTPROOFIN 


Protect your ' 
vehicle from 


harsh winter 
snow and 


road salt. 
Callforan NH OIL UNDERCOATING 


appointment PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD! 
today! - CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS - 


This picture of a boy washing dishes was found in one of the books purchased at the most 
recent used-book sale by the Friends of the Belleville Area District Library. The picture 


was tucked in the book “Serpentine” by Jonathan Kellerman, probably as a bookmark. If 
this is your picture, please come pick it up at the Belleville-Area Independent, 152 Main CONSULTATION 
AND ESTIMATE 


St., in Belleville. 


D ks a "y Ac, A - ,94/ A z^ -———.. 
KAYROUZE 7 ; GROUNDCONTROL // 9) pow KATAS 


JEWELRY 


Residential & Commercial 


Lawn Care Spring/Fall Clean Up 
Snow Removal Garden Bed Install 
Mulching Hardscaping 


504 Main Street 
Belleville, MI 48111 


734.444.2323 
tony@kayrouzejewelry.com 


Hedge/Tree Trimming And Much More! 


www.GroundGo 


11752 Belleville Road 
COLDWELL BANKER Van Buren Twp, MI 48111 


* 
G PROFESSIONALS 


Proudly providing exceptional customer 
service and local area expertise to Belleville, 
Van Buren Township, and the surrounding 
communities. With the tools and resources 
provided by Coldwell Banker, we're here to 
help Guide You Home. 


Considering a career in Real Estate? Jessica Jones James Morgan NET : , ~ : ~ 
eae . VELTI >L i IW à ! CL "i 
Opportunities available - LET'S CONNECT! Branch Manager Branch Manageri i . = Ld 


E abr " ` - 
Don't let your pups get the winter blues 
» ex t ees 


A WHEE  — 
-Teetli Cleaning 
“Ungraded Shampoo = ` 
8 Conditioner — — — . ". ^ WE BRING THE JAZZ CLUB TO YOU: 
FREE Blueberry facial " : - , » i ENJOY SOULFUL SOU ND S AND LIGH T REFRESHME! NTS. 


x s 


^r ` A ` 
Wo. E M j ibn. PRESENTED BY 
Full bath booking: 734.325.6069 m UE BELLEVILLE AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY & THE JAZZ FOUNDATION OF AMERICA 
P a uis: me, 
Bookonlinelat Mainstreetnu JS'COITIÜ EEXCILITYLIA RTH STREET, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 734.699.3291 - WWW.BELLEVILLE.MI.US 
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Belleville DDA 


(continued from page 3) 


they wish to serve; 

* Heard Treasurer Sabrina Richardson- 
Williams suggest having a card with 
discounts on it to encourage people to shop 


Donley. She said she will meet with the . : 
locally, especially in the restaurants; 


new members to see on what committees 


BESTCHIMNEW 
451 & MASONRY GO. E 


* CHIMNEYS BUILT - FREE ESTIMATES 
REPAIRED & CLEANED LICENSED « INSURED 
Mi LIC # 40800 
* 
SCREENS INSTALLED 2 EN 
* TUCK POINTING a 
E '| VISA e 
* MASONRY & GUTTERS SERVING. BEL u EVIL L E a 
TL EIS 
BEEN NOD WORKERS www.bestchimneyandroofing.com 
* COMMERCIAL COMPENSATION & 
GENERAL LIABILITY TO 


N I 


* VIOLATIONS CORRECTED PROTECT HOME OWNER 


WE'RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM 
Schedule Your Appointment Today! 


AMC 


oO VAN BUREN | 


ANIMAL 
MEDICAL 


CENTER 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM 
491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111 
734-699-6510 
www.amcvanburen.com 


DELIVERY & CATERING AVAILABLE 


NOW OPEN 


FOLLOW US ON IG 
vwingfellas. belleville 


10% OFF 
ALL ORDERS 


WING FELLAS 


ao 


B 
TN YOU CAN'T REFUSE.. 


Located Inside The 
Sunoco Gas Station 


17441 Sumpter RD. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


(734)-345-8032 


* Learned the chairperson's daughter 
Rachel is a member of the budget and 
finance committee. Since no more than four 
DDA members can serve on a committee 
without posting them as public meetings 
under the Open Meetings Act, the DDA is 
inviting others to join the committees; 

* Heard Richardson-Williams, the only 
member of the Events/Culture and Arts 
committee, say she would like to partner 
with the library on art projects and she 
would like to have a party in the alley for 
teenagers in 2024; 

* Was reminded that election of officers 
will take place at the Jan. 17 meeting. The 
DDA attorney will also be at that meeting 
to refresh everyone about the law; 

* Was informed that vice-chairperson 
Kelly McWilliams paid for the bleachers 
for Winterfest out of her pocket and needs 
to be reimbursed; 

* Heard Mayor Voigt said this is his 
third go-round with the DDA and he has 


Tree Service 
734-308-0398 


PITTSFIELD Lode 


AERO HEALTY 
35890 Goddard Rd. 
Romulus, MI 48174 


Old Pharmacy 


Transfer to Milton's TODAY 


1 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190 


2 Tell us you want to transfer to 
Milton's 
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served 18 years so far. He said he was at 
the second meeting after the DDA formed 
in 1985. He said he would like one or two 
DDA members to work on the city's Parks 
Commission which is being revitalized. He 
said they are working on a parks masterplan 
to be eligible for grants. Also, the city is 
close to the end of its IT nightmare and it 
will have a bullet-proof system and “no 
more nonsense,” he said; 

* Was reminded of the DDA strategy 
session from 9 to 11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 
17, at the Belleville Area District Library; 
and 

* Heard Winter say this is first time he's 
seen the full DDA — all nine members — at 
a meeting. Donley said due to previous 
commitments he will miss the next two 
meetings. Gatteri said he would like to 
meet with each DDA member personally 
and get to know their ideas. 


Court Watching 


Daqwan Daebeon Evans 

Daqwan Daebeon Evans of Inkster is 
charged with receiving and concealing 
a stolen motor vehicle on Sept. 14 in 
Van Buren Township. A warrant had 
been entered into LEIN and on Jan. 2 he 
appeared in person at 34" District Court 
and Judge Lisa Martin arraigned him on the 
bench warrant. The warrant was canceled. 

He was scheduled for a probable cause 
conference on Jan. 10. Personal bond was 
set at $5,000. 


One Call Does It All... 
. .. At the Independent 
699-9020 


Te "ay 


ROOM TO ROAM 


Call uz Slovik. 
313-402-0187 


248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111 


3 pone we do the mu 


Page 10 

MDOT announces left 
lane on westbound I-94 
reopens in VBT area 


The Michigan Department of 
Transportation announced that crews 
expected to reopen the left lane of 
westbound 1-94 from Belleville to 
Rawsonville roads in Wayne County on 
Dec. 22. 

Work to install pavement markings 
and delineators is nearly complete and 
will allow all lanes to remain open to the 
motoring public ahead of the busy holiday 
travel season, the news release said. 

Beginning Dec. 22, all westbound I-94 
lanes were to remain open until mid- 
January when additional work along the 
shoulder will resume. In late spring 2024, 
a high-friction surface treatment will be 
applied along the project limits. 

When all work is complete, the CAV 
corridor pilot will be fully operational and 
Cavnue, the private company developing 
this project in partnership with MDOT, 
will begin testing CAVs along the corridor. 

During testing, advanced signs will notify 
drivers that the left lane of westbound 
I-94 is closed to traffic from Belleville 
to Rawsonville roads. Testing will only 
be conducted during off-peak hours. 

Commuter vehicles who choose to use 
the left lane outside of testing phases will 
not be able to access the Belleville rest 
area or exit at Belleville Road due to the 
placement of the delineator posts. 

More information about 
the I-94 CAV corridor pilot is 
available on MDOT's website. 

MDOT is currently completing an 
environmental assessment on the full 39- 
mile CAV corridor and has provided a 
virtual open house for the public to learn 
more about the proposed project. Public 
input will be collected through Jan. 12. 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 


SPECIALIZING IN Lance AND Hazanpous RemovaLs 


PROFESSIONAL 


TREE SERVICE 


24 Hr. Emercency SERVICE 
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL 
Crane SERVICE * FIREWOOD 
FuLLY INSURED * FREE ESTIMATES 
Senior Citizen Discount 
EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA 
Call Tom (734) 864-2243 
10% OFF MENTION AD 


Call Joe (734) 664-9285 
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ORPHAN 


Famity OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 2007! 


RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICES 


9 
APS 


“A Perfect Solution” 


Specializing in Custom Bathrooms, Bath Replacements and Basements 


www.apsrs.com 
FINANCING AVAILABLE 


—Not to exceed $1000 
Coupon expires 02/2024 


“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for 
over 20 years with quality and caring service.” * a : 


CROWNS * ROOT CANALS * EXTRACTIONS * FILLINGS 
WHITENING * BONDING * DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE) 


Accepting Blue Cross Complete, 
Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 


SENIOR & MILITARY Bb i 
Medicaid! VISA 


DISCOUNTS 


Immediate Dentures and 
Flippers Available. 


Cau Includes 


For WITH Exam, Cleaning 


WITH COUPON Each Demus COUPON 4X Rajs 


BIN SWAP-OUT 


NOW through FEBRUARY 1 


Trade in your 96 gallon trash bin 
for a smaller-sized bin (64 gallons] 


OR wil 


Trade in your 64 gallon recycling bin 


96 GALLON 
for a larger-sized bin (96 gallons] 
64 GALLON 


96 GALLON 


TRASH BIN 


> schedule a trade-in 
call 734-699-8926 
or emai us al 


64 GALLON ZUR CE e : 
iprice& vanburen-mi.org 


RECYCLING BIN 


VAN BUREN 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP 


All of our friends have found 
homes for the new year, but 
we're still patiently waiting. 
We have been at the shelter 
since late June of 2023. Now 
that we've moved into the 
new Spotlight Room, we've 
come out of our shells. Now 
we sit by the door and eagerly 
wait for new friends to visit 
with us! If you sit down, one 
of us will swarm your lap 
while the other cruises by for 
pets. Sometimes Angie will 
even bunny hop to get your 
attention! We're a bonded 
pair and must be adopted 
together. But just because 
we're bonded doesn't mean 
we won't share our love with 
you, or other animals. We 
get along great with cats. 
Neither of us have met dogs, 
but if they're nice to us, we'll 
be nice in return. We'd do 
best in a home without young 
kids. 


If you'd like to adopt us, please 
visit / 
ado to submit an 
application! We're spayed, 
microchipped, vaccinated, 
and FIV/FeLV negative. 


51299 Arkona Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
734-461-9458 
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Friends of the Library set annual meeting for Saturday, Jan. 20 


The Friends of the Belleville Area 
District Library will hold their 2024 annual 
membership meeting at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 20, in the Cozadd Room of the library. 
Members of the Friends of the library and 
the public are invited to attend. 

Minutes from the 2023 annual meeting 
will be available and presented by the 
secretary. The treasurer will present the 


annual financial report. Committee chairs 
will give annual reports for membership, 
book sales/public relations, on-line book 
sales, and digital communication. 
Elections of officers for the 2024 Board 
of Directors will take place. The following 
slate of officers has been approved by the 
current board. The proposed officers are 
Donna Gilkey-Lavin, president; Katerina 


Happy JtaeCidouys 


HELPING YOU BUY AND SELL WITH 
INTEGRITY FOR OVER 


20 YEARS! 


Janice Marshall 
Cell:734-218-3768 


janiceremerica@comcast.net 


REMERICA 
——=—=— 
HOMETOWN III 


6231 N. Canton Center, Canton, MI 48187 


Tyner, vice president; Manny Lavin, 
secretary; and Rika Regentin, treasurer. 
Any additional nominations will be taken 
from the floor. Each attending member of 
the Friends will have one vote. 

The theme for this year is “Thank You 
for BEE-ing a Friend” to commemorate 
the second year of the successful beehive 
colony, located on the library rooftop. 

Membership brochures may be picked 
up at the library or obtained on-line at the 
library website: www.belleville.lib.mi.us. 

As part of the agenda, there will be a 
scavenger hunt for members and guests to 
explore the library and discover all the new 
activities and programs that the library has 
to offer. 

All members are invited to attend the 
Friend’s board meetings at 10 a.m. on 
the second Saturday of each month in 
the conference room on the second floor. 
The board welcomes new ideas for future 
planning. 

Donations to the Friends of the Library 
are greatly appreciated. It is a non-profit, 
501c(3) organization; donations are tax 
deductible. 

Used book sales are ongoing in the 


Dos Pesos 


Mexican Restaurant 


JANUARY SPECIALS bne- ony 
MONDAY - $6 Margaritas 

TUESDAY - $3 Corn Tacos, $3.25 Flour Tacos 
WEDNESDAY - $11 Wet Burrito 

FRIDAY - Fajitas for 2 


Hours: M-F, 11 a.m. - 7:45 p.m. © Sat. - Noon to 7:45 p.m. 
Closed New Year's Eve and New Year's Day. 


Happy Nea Gear! 


Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc. 


11800 Belleville Rd. 


EXPRESS TIRE 


AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-2424 


e State-Certified Mechanics * Oil Changes * Tune-Ups * 
* Brakes ° Shocks/Struts * Front-End Work * 
* Alignments * Batteries * Charging Systems * 
* Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes * 
e Check-Engine Light Diagnostics * 


Houns: 
Monpay - Fripay 7:30 A.M. - 6:00 p.m. ° Saturpays 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 P.M. 


Visir www.EXPRESSTIREMI.com For 
DicGirTAL Coupons & Tire Pricina! 


697-5777 


Friends’ Nook in the library lobby. The 
next public book sale is being planned for 
May 4 and 5. More information will be 
forthcoming. 

Revenue from the book sales and donations 
are used for maintaining the bee hives, 
summer reading programs, participation in 
Lake Fest, Harvest Fest and Winter Fest, 
and other library activities. 


VBT OKs engineering 
for Belleville Road 
water main extension 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

An 8-inch water main installation project on 
Belleville Road between Jeanette and Sunrise 
will eliminate four dead ends in that area, 
Water & Sewer Director Kevin Lawrence 
told the Van Buren Board of Trustees at its 
Dec. 19 meeting. 

The new line will run along the east side 
of Belleville Road between Jeanette Avenue 
and Sunrise Lane to provide redundancy 
looping for existing water main dead ends on 
Jeanette, Venetian, and Sunrise. 

In conjunction with the new 8-inch water 
main along the east side of Belleville Road, 
an 8-inch water main crossing of Belleville 
Road near Venetian will provide a loop to the 
plaza on the west side. 

The board unanimously approved not 
to exceed $147,800 be paid to Fishbeck 
for engineering services for the project. 
Supervisor Kevin McNamara and Trustee 
Sherry Frazier were absent and excused from 
the meeting. 

In other business at the 41-minute meeting 
on Dec. 19, the board: 

* Approved the 2024 Board of Trustees 
Meeting Schedule and the 2024 Township 
Holiday Schedule; 

* Approved the Washtenaw Area Mutual 
Aid Council Interlocal Agreement. It has 
been updated to reflect the change from a 
charitable organization to a government 
agency to allow for legal protection; 

* Approved the supervisor's reappointment 
of Jill Yob to the Environmental Commission 
with a term to expire on Oct. 1, 2026; 

* Heard Downtown Development Authority 
Executive Director Merrie Coburn give the 

(continued on page 15) 


ow taking reservations for 
private training . 


Call for a no cost, no obligation discussion 


of how I may help out with: 
# Beginner-level behavior issues 
# Socialization challenges 


# Preparation for therapy dog 
certification 


© 


Janet Deaton 
Certified Dog Trainer 


doss by janet = Belleville janet@dogsbyjanet.com ay (734) 604-1720 
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I-275 project: All lanes 
between 5 Mile, Sibley 
Rd. reopens Dec. 22 


All lanes of I-275 in each direction 
between 5 Mile Road and Sibley Road were 
scheduled to be reopened by Friday, Dec. 
22, according to a news release from the 
Michigan Department of Transportation. 

Crews have been removing all barrels 
and barrier walls, as well as installing 
temporary pavement markings in that area, 
including all ramps and at the I-94 and 
I-96/M-14 interchanges. 

While the majority of the work is 
completed, there will be winter work in the 
median and the shoulders. Crews will return 
in the spring for punch-list work, including 
installing intelligent transportation system 
(ITS) infrastructure, emergency pull-off 
removals, epoxy overlays on bridges, 
restoration work, and permanent pavement 
markings. The entire project is expected to 
be completed by summer 2024. 

The Revive275 project is a $281 million 
investment that has directly and indirectly 
supported 3,267 jobs, according to the 
news release. Project information can be 
found at Revive275.org. 

Funding for this project was through Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer’s Rebuilding Michigan 
program to rebuild the state highways 
and bridges that are critical to the state’s 
economy and carry the most traffic. 


Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 


hellevilleareaindependent.com 


BONECUTTERS 


TREE EXPERTS, LLC 


STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS! 


50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH! 
Storm Clean Up GE 
A SERVICE BY 
Free Estimates SIS 
Tree Topping & Trimming 
Tree & Shrub Removal 
Stump Removal « Bucket Service 


Insured & Senior Discounts 


<<(734) 431-4202 
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


FOR SALE 
FRENCH BULLDOG 
PUPPIES! 


Ready for their New 
Home January 17th. 
1 female, 5 males. 
Call for price. 


cet 734-946-4880 


ESTATE SALE 


ESTATE SALE. Jan. 6, 7 & 8. Furniture, 
glassware & tools. 6274 Jefferson in 
Presidential Estates. (734) 626-6838 


MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE 


MANUFACTURED HOME in 
Presidential Estates. 1800 sq. ft. All 
new hardwood floors. 3-year-old roof. 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage. 
$120,000. (734) 626-6838 


LAND FOR SALE 


PRIME LAND. 4 Acres in Sumpter 
Twp. Great country living. Spacious 
quiet area. Very accessible play area 
for children. (313) 404-5552 


01/04 


01/11 


01/11 


FOR RENT 


1 BEDROOM APARTMENT in 
downtown Belleville. No pets, no 
smoking. $700/mo. + 1 mo. security. 
Call Jim. (734) 787-2151 


01/11 


FREE FARM ANIMALS. Pot 
bellies, ducks, bunnies & chickens. 
Need a good home. You pick up. 


Call Sharon (734) 307-6609 


01/18 


OVERSIZED WALLET. Lost week 
of Dec. 18, between N. Harris Rd. & 
Geddes Rd. Lost from traveling auto. 
$100 reward. (734) 695-0819 


01/11 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Zndependent's liability shall be limited to an 
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind. 


ADVANCED H & W 
TOP DOLLAR $ 


Cash For Salvage & 
Scrap Vehicles. 

7 Days. Free Towing. 

Licensed & Insured. 


(734) 223-5581 
(517) 605-6388 


D.K. JUNK CAR 
BUYERS 
PAY CASH 


We Work 
Monday - Saturday. 


734-368-5088 
734-545-5195 


WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN'S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladezs 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladezs 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TEN 
LOOKING TO BUY: Video games & game 
systems, blu-rays, box sets, coins, books, 
Bibles, & any other media. Will pay cash. J 
& R Collectibles, videogamesandjunk.com 
(248) 870-1466 


01/11 


CASH PAID FOR Sports Cards 
and Comic Books. 50s, 60s, 70s. 
Private collector can come to you. 
(734) 697-3546 01/04 


HELP WANTED 


INTERESTED IN A 
CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? 
Opportunities are available 
for Experienced Agents. 
Training provided for New 
Agents. Call 734-697-1800 
PROFESSIONALS to schedule an appointment. 


* 


JANITORIAL POSITION for 
municipality building in Canton. Pleasant 
work environment. Mon.-Thurs. 9 
p.m.-midnight. Fri., Sat., Sun. 6-9 p.m. 
$17-$18/hr. rdunn08@ yahoo.com 


01/04 


WOMAN IN BELLEVILLE AREA 
to shop for elderly lady and do 
laundry. (734) 796-5253 01/18 


FOR SALE WANTED SERVICES 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


PLUMBING ° SEWER 
DRAINS - HANDYMAN 


Gutters Cleaned! 
Power Washing! 
CALL US! 
Local To The 
Belleville Area. Call 
(313) 740-6276. 
Ask For Bill. 


LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof leaks, 


04/04 


cleaning & gutter repair, landscape 
maintenance & power washing. 
(734) 796-3628 01/11 
ROBERT EMERSON PAINTING & 


Power Washing, Interior/Exterior. 42 
years' experience. (313) 828-8803 


01/25 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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Belleville Planning Commission sets public hearing one more time 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
The Belleville Planning Commission agreed 
at its Nov. 9 meeting to have a public hearing on 
a proposed ordinance change to the city's boat 
parking rules. 

But, the public hearing wasn't posted in 
accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings 
Act, so it wasn't held on Dec. 14 as expected. 

At the Dec. 14 meeting the public hearing 
was again set, this time for the 7 p.m., Jan. 11 


meeting. 

Several members of the community were 
present Dec. 14 and at the end of the meeting 
were allowed to comment briefly on the 
proposed ordinance change. Commission 
chairman Michael Hawkins urged residents to 
hold their comments for the Jan. 11 meeting, 
when they would be “on the record.” 

At the beginning of the meeting, Commissioner 
Michael Renaud apologized for missing the last 
meeting and suggested the proposed ordinance 


POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2024 at 10AM, at J&T Towing, 287 Industrial Park 
Drive, Belleville, County of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of the following vehicle(s) 
will be held: 


2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA VIN: KMHDU4AD6AU885406 


BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
6 MAIN STREET 


PUBLISH: JANUARY 4, 2024 BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111 


BY KRISTY DOE 
BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
RECORDS CLERK 


They’ re e reading the Widependent 
everywhere 


Gary and Pam Pietrowski of Van Buren Township took a trip to Italy to visit their 
daughter Amanda in November. Gary's photo was taken with his Independent in 
front of the Colosseum in Rome. It is the largest ancient amphitheatre ever built, 
and is still the largest standing amphitheatre in the world. They report having a great 
time. 

You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before it goes into the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of 
two free subscriptions — and no more. 

If you aren't going to an exotic location, just send us $55 for postage to an 
address inside Michigan or $60 out of state, and we'll provide mail delivery of the 
Independent so you won't miss a single, exciting issue. 


wording be changed to "boats, pontoon boats, 
and personal watercraft” with no mention of 
motors. 

City Manager Jason Smith said he had 
researched what other communities had done 
on summer parking of watercraft in residents’ 
yards. He said he could use the definition 
already in place in the ordinance and that would 
achieve what Commissioner Renaud suggested. 

City Manager Smith said at the last meeting 
his proposed wording was tweaked to change 
it to “motorized watercraft.” This was at the 
suggestion of Commissioner Julie Kissel, 
who now is the city council liaison to the 
commission. 

Renaud said people with boats in storage 
could take them out of storage for seven months 
and put them in their driveways to save the 
storage fees. 

City Manager Smith said the boats have to be 
licensed and operable. 

“I’m for it as long as it can be back behind the 
sidewalk,” Renaud said of boat storage in yards 
in between use in the summer. 

“This is a boating community,” said 
Commissioner John  Juriga, noting the 
commission chairman at the time 25 years ago 
said the cover on a boat in a yard can't be blue 
and that's when Juriga said to himself, “I’ve got 
to get on that board." And, he did and he's been 
on it ever since. 

Smith said the intent is to not block the 
sidewalk and so they worked out wording that 
would keep the sidewalk free. 

Project Administrator Steve Jones said in New 
Baltimore's ordinance the boat has to be stored 
on a hard surface and not on grass. 

Smith said it has to be a residential driveway. 

At the end of the meeting when chairman 
Hawkins let the public speak, Adam Beyer 
said that after the the last meeting people 
told him that the newspaper article said he 
was representing Victoria Commons — and he 
wasn't. He said he hasn't read the story. 

He said he was before the commission at that 
meeting speaking on behalf of parking his boat 
on his driveway. He also said he noted that the 
Victoria Commons Board would change its 
rules to coincide with the city rules. 

Independent Editor Rosemary Otzman 
responded that he identified himself as president 
of the Victoria Commons Homeowners 
Association and she quoted his identification in 
the report of the meeting. She said she didn't 
report he was representing the board. 

Bill Emerson asked who enforces the city 
ordinances and Smith said there are several who 
have the authority to enforce the ordinances. 

Kent Emerson, who identified himself as 
part of the Victoria Commons board, presented 
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packets of information with pictures to 
commissioners and the administration and said 
he has no problem with Beyer's boat, but the 
225 homes in the subdivision are close together 
and enforcement is a problem. 

He said in the past the police chiefs and others 
ignored the problems. But lately he was able to 
sit down with the police chief, the city manager. 
and project administrator face to face, and Jones 
said a couple of warnings have been issued. 

Councilwoman Kissel said the boats in the 
pictures presented by Emerson would not meet 
the requirements of the amended ordinance. 

Renaud said, for example, a big pontoon boat 
wouldn't fit in a driveway and people might just 
have to rent storage space for them. 

"We can't cover everything. There are 
limitations," Renaud said. 

Bob O'Donnell said his wife Maria is on 
the Homeowners Assoction and they have no 
objection to Beyer's boat. O'Donnell said he 
grew up in Northern Oakland County with lots 
of lakes and people didn't park boats in their 
drives. 

O'Donnell said there were a lot of questions, 
such as what does Van Buren Township do. 
He said there is a lot of push-back in Victoria 
Commons on this boat parking ordinance. 

Mary Emerson said every week in the paper 
there are reports of teenagers rifling cars in 
people's garages. She said boats will be an 
attractive nuisance for people to get into. 

She said she and her husband Bill have lived 
in the city for 36 years and there was a boat 
across the street that never left the driveway for 
two years. She said she complained, but nothing 
happened. 

"There's no way to secure it in a driveway," 
she said. 

Councilman Randy Priest, who was a member 
of the planning commission before he was 
elected to the city council, said there is another 
topic that could be discussed at the upcoming 
public hearing, or maybe it should be a separate 
matter. He said it is not seasonal and concerns 
utility trailers. 

Hawkins asked everyone to hold the rest of 
their comments until the Jan. 11 meeting. 

In other business on Dec. 14, the commission: 

* Was informed that commission vice- 
chairman Matthew Wagner resigned from the 
commission by e-mail that afternoon. Juriga 
said that is a great loss to the commission; 

* Learned the election of officers for 2023 
would take place at the Jan. 11 meeting; 

* Discussed what took place at the Dec. 6 joint 
meeting of the planning commissions from 
Belleville, Van Buren Township and Sumpter 
Township. 


HONESTY IS OUR POLICY! 
T 


Lonnie "s & 
Aure REPAIR 


NEW CUSTOMERS GET 
10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: 


1 GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1 1 
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bh m m m wee eee ee ee "M AX 


BAI 


SENIORS, VETERANS & | 
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE ; 


11 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL ! 
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| Disc BRAKE SPECIAL || LET'S GET READY FOR WINTER! | 


1 Premium Paps & Rotors, INCLUDES VEHICLE CHECK ST 9g ' 


LABOR, STARTING AT $300 on Less! 
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. 


11 Belts, Hoses, Fic. 


' WITH COUPON + LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-23, I : WITH COUPON * LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-23 


p^ 
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50 South Street at 5.Points, Belleville ° 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm 
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Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


There were 151 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following. 
Sunday, Dec. 24: 
0132 — mental subject, America 
0205 — assist fire dept., S. Bellridge Dr. 
0917 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Oak 
Ln. 
0924 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd. 
1023 - vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 
1147 — malicious destruction of property, Bog Rd. 
1151 — mental subject, Sumpter Rd. 
1500 — property check, Country Walk Ct. 
1425 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 
1500 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd /N. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
1507 — welfare check, Martz Rd./Lohr Rd. 
1536 — personal injury accident, Belleville Rd. / N. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
1536 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1613 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1738 — suicidal person, Riggs Rd. 
1818 — property damage accident, Savage Rd. 
2001 - larceny, McKinley St. 
2040 — malicious destruction of property, Denton 
2107 — 911 welfare check, S. Woodbury Green 
2115 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Belleville Rd. 
Monday, Dec. 25: 
0408 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 
0824 — assist other dept., N. Liberty St. 
1055 — civil matter, Maple Dr. 
1403 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr. 
1413 — assist other dept., Van Born/Hannan Rd. 
1557 — property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse 
2018 - fight, Village Green Ln. 
2024 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd. 
2040 — family trouble, Rose Blvd. 
Tuesday, Dec. 26: 
0157 — family trouble, E. Sadie Ln. 
0756 — noise complaint, Rose Blvd. 
xxxx — animal complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0839 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
0915 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
0949 — malicious destruction of property, Oak Apt 
0955 — private property/property damage accident, 
S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1157 — welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1235 — unauthorized driving away of auto, 
Independence Ln. 
1238 — welfare check, Savage Rd. 
1431 — overdose, Riggs Rd. 
1520 - retail fraud, Huron River Dr. 
1536 — fraud, Amanda Dr. 
1513 - family trouble, Outer Dr. 
1633 — leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Wheeler St. 
1656 — parking complaint, Rawsonville Rd. 
1936 — welfare check, Denton Rd. 
2233 — trespassing, Belleville Rd. 
2335 — mental subject, Bemis Rd 
Wednesday, Dec. 27: 
0023 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Mission Pointe 
0034 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
0233 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd. 
0403 - retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
0640 — harassment call, Parkwood Dr. 
0826 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd. 
0913 — malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln. 
0948 — welfare check, Greenwood Ct. 
1008 — motorist assist, Van Born/Morton Taylor 
1123 - larceny, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1148 - larceny from auto, S. Bellridge Dr. 
1127 — 911 welfare check, Morton Taylor Rd. / N. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
1135 — civil matter, Kirkridge St. 
xxxx — fraud, N. Timberview Dr. 
1407 — domestic, Denton Rd. 
1438 — sexual assault, Belleville Rd. 
1513 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1533 - civil matter, Parkwood Dr. 
1551 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd. 
1637 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1830 - threat, Rose Blvd. 


Xxxx — repossession, Pebblebrook Dr. 
2009 — welfare check, Holly Ln. 
2026 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / 
Savage Rd. 
2258 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Kirkridge Park Dr. 
Thursday, Dec. 28: 
0028 — noise complaint, S. Prairiegrass Ct. 
0113 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
0630 — juvenile complaint, Hamlin St. 
0714 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
XXxxx — repossession, Purple Sage Ct. 
0827 — unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94 
Service Dr. 
0839 — assist other dept., Brandi Dr. 
xxxx — fraud, Ecorse Service B Dr. 
1009 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Andover Dr. 
1111 — civil matter, Burtrig St. 
1124 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd. 
1229 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
McKinley St. 
1253 — 911 welfare check, Westlake Cir. 
1302 — civil matter, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1331 - welfare check, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1508 — hospice death, N. Prairiegrass Ct. 
1521 — property damage accident, Elwell Rd. 
XXXX — property damage accident, Elwell Rd. 
XXXX — personal injury accident, Elwell Rd. 
1610 — larceny, Oak Ln. 
1616 — assist other dept., Belle Villa 
1837 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
1950 — follow up by officer, Hamlin St. 
2017 — noise complaint, Village Green Ln. 
2223 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd /Haggerty Rd. 
2354 — family trouble, Beck Rd. 
Friday, Dec. 29: 
0209 — domestic, Lake Villa Dr. 
0530 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Beck Rd. 
XXxx — repossession, Cumberland Ct. 
0910 — 911 welfare check, E. Huron River Dr. 
0923 - larceny, Pond Bluff Dr. 
1037 — property damage accident, Tyler Rd. / 
Belleville Rd. 
1130 - harassment call, Belleville Rd. 
xxxx — misc. complaint, N. Bellridge Dr. 
1515 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
1548 — assist other dept., E. I-94/Rawsonville I-94 
ramp E. 
1650 — neighbor trouble, Woodbury Dr. 
1919 — disorderly, Haggerty Rd. 
2047 — malicious destruction of property, Turnberry 
Ct. 
2225 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
2343 — malicious destruction of property, E. 
Archwood Dr. 
Saturday, Dec. 30: 
0307 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Wildrye Ct. 
0650 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Venetian Ave. 
1114 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Greenwood Dr. 
1150 — disorderly, Locust Dr. 
1230 — welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
1244 — malicious destruction, Denton Rd. 
1250 — civil matter, Tyler Rd. 
1328 - welfare check, Ecorse Rd. 
1358 - welfare check, Parkwood Dr. 
1417 — private property impound, Belleville Rd. 
1428 — traffic offense, W. I-94/Belleville Rd. 
1615 — larceny from auto, Denton Rd. 
2016 — family trouble, Haggerty Rd. 
2204 — assist fire dept., Outer Dr. 
2242 — intrusion alarm, Sondra Dr. 
2250 — noise complaint, Parkwood Dr. 
2322 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
Also on this week's log are 20 traffic stops, one of 
which was on the I-94 freeway. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 24: 
0804 — animal complaint, Henry St. 
0932 — welfare check, Belle Villa 
1549 — disorderly, Main St. 
1733 — domestic, N. Aberdeen Ct. 
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Monday, Dec. 25: 
0823 — domestic, N. Liberty St. 
1451 — assist fire dept., South St. 
1525 — assist other dept., Estrada 
1711 — neighbor trouble, Henry St. 
Tuesday, Dec. 26: 
0752 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 
0810 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd. 
0836 — traffic stop, Main St. 
0856 — traffic offense, Main St./First St. 
0903 - traffic offense, South St. 
0950 - traffic stop, Belleville Rd /Harmony Ln. 
1059 — traffic stop, Liberty St./Fourth St. 
1110 - traffic stop, W. Huron River Dr. 
1128 - traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave. 
1139 - traffic stop, Liberty St. 
1221 - traffic stop, Main St./Second St. 
1237 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave. 
1631 — disorderly, Main St. 
Wednesday, Dec. 27: 
0004 — traffic stop, South St/Henry St. 
0038 — noise complaint, W. Columbia Ave. 
0201 — mental subject, Menlo Park Dr. 
1530 — malicious destruction of property, Victorian 
Ln. 
2314 — hospice death, Bedell St. 
Thursday, Dec. 28: 
0055 — overdose, N. Liberty St. 
0108 — intrusion alarm, S. Edgemont Ave. 
0822 — juvenile complaint, Carmell St. 
1532 — follow up by officer, Belle Villa 
xxxx - leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, South St. 
xxxx — assist other dept., Belle Villa 
Friday, Dec. 29: 
1434 — traffic stop, Main St./High St. 
1645 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave. 
xxxx — civil matter, Belle Villa 
1844 — assist other dept., Harbour Pointe Ct. 
2059 — suicidal person, Belle Villa Blvd. 
2128 - traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./Church St. 
2245 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave /Sumpter Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 30: 
1209 — welfare check, W. Columbia Ave. 
1726 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St. 
1826 — assist other dept., W. Columbia Ave. 
2041 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd. 
2119 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave /South St. 
2228 - traffic stop, South St /E. Wabash Ave. 
There were 18 traffic stops on this week's log. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 24: 
0101 — noise complaint, Wayside Dr. 
0601 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1249 — fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1414 — property damage accident, 8100 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd. 
1555 — family trouble, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1927 — 911 hang up, 9100 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
1958 — operating while intoxicated arrest, 
Martinsville Rd /Mulberry Dr. 
2154 - larceny, 42000 bl. Willis Rd. 
2219 — family trouble, 44000 bl. Willow Rd. 
2235 — family trouble, Rustic Ln. 
2249 — assault, 48000 bl. Harris Rd. 
2338 - fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 
Monday, Dec. 25: 
0811 — family trouble, 25000 bl. Karr Rd. 
1350 — assist other agency, Rawsonville/Willis 
1610 — fire dept. assist, Oregon St. 
1619 — fire dept. assist, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
1643 — property damage accident, Willis Rd. / 
Rawsonville Rd. 
Tuesday, Dec. 26: 
0014 — alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
0500 — animal complaint, 51000 bl. Wear Rd. 
0923 — fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
0949 — alarm, Kansas St. 
1007 — 911 hang up, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1133 — neighbor dispute, 46000 bl. Thatcham Ln. 
1142 — hazard, Sherwood Rd./Judd Rd. 
1142 — animal complaint, Judd Rd /Sumpter Rd. 
1355 — fraud complaint, 43000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1400 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd. 
1406 — shots fired, Willis Rd. 
1409 — assist other agency, Rustic Ln. 
1458 - fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1517 — fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr. 


1627 — 911 hang up, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

1642 — family trouble, 49000 bl. Willis Rd. 

1731 — animal complaint, Arizona 

1733 — animal complaint, 49000 bl. Collyer Ct. 

1818 — welfare check, 47000 bl. Arkona Rd. 

1850 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Sumpter 
Rd. / Wear Rd. 

1947 — fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Harris Rd. 

2011 — follow-up investigation, Arizona 

2019 — lost property, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd. 

2023 — alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd. 

2033 — alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

2208 — mental health call, 48000 bl. Wear Rd. 

2221 — assault, Timberlane Dr. 

2350 — suspicious circumstance, Redwood 
Wednesday, Dec. 27: 

0258 — suspicious circumstance, Arizona 

0516 — family trouble, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 

0842 — juvenile matter, Arizona 

1004 — 911 hang up, Brookview Dr. 

1321 — suspicious person, Texas St. 

1446 — 911 hang up, 46000 bl. Wear Rd. 

1510 — follow-up investigation, 46000 bl. Wear 

1624 — civil matter, 43000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1816 — suspicious circumstance, 23000 bl. Sumpter 
Rd. 

1828 — follow-up investigation, 42000 bl. Willis 

2210 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Wear Rd. 
/ Elwell Rd. 
Thursday, Dec. 28: 

0051 — assist other agency, 44000 bl. Willow Rd. 

1018 — neighbor dispute, Nevada St. 

1338 - auto, Knollwood Dr. 

1352 — family trouble, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 

1549 — 911 hang up, 19000 bl. Clark Rd. 

2034 — fire dept. assist, 6400 bl. Oakville Waltz 
Friday, Dec. 29: 

0532 — animal complaint, 46000 bl. Judd Rd. 

0914 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

0919 — mental health call, Edgewood Dr. 

0931 — animal complaint, Rawsonville Rd /Willis 

1058 — civil matter, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 

1112 - civil matter, 48000 bl. Wear Rd. 

1432 — fire dept. assist, New Mexico 

1644 — fire dept. assist, Brookview Dr. 

1749 — property damage accident, Judd Rd. / 

Martinsville Rd. 

1801 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Willis Rd. 

1908 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd. 

1911 — family trouble, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd. 

2039 — 911 hang up, Wear Rd./Bohn Rd. 

2044 — suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Willis 

2102 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Karr Rd. 

2111 — subpoena service, 47000 bl. Willow Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 30: 

1053 — fire dept. assist, Huron Twp. PD 

1209 — fire dept. assist, Huron Twp. PD 

1501 — neighbor dispute, Greenmeadow Dr. 

1506 — welfare check, 44000 bl. Paris Dr. 

2146 — alarm, 8100 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 

2150 - fire dept. assist, Delaware 

2157 — 911 hang up, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
Also on this week's log are 157 patrol checks, 46 
traffic stops, and five misc. details. 


Sumpter Twp. approves 
$339,375 to relocate 
Rawsonville water line 


At its regular meeting on Nov. 28, the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees 
approved the lowest qualified bid of 
Diversified Excavating and Site Utilities for 
relocation of a water line on Rawsonville 
Road that had been misplaced some 50 
years ago. 

The total cost is $339,375, which 
includes $288,583.46 for Diversified, plus 
1096 contingency which brings it up to 
$317,441.74, and $21,938 for Hennessey 
Engineers for project management. 

Trustee Matt Oddy said federal ARPA 
funds will cover the lion's share of that 
expense. Attorney Young is looking into 
getting experts to help document what 
went wrong to support a township damage 


claim. 
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VAN BUREN 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP 


Denton Road Bridge Aesthetic 


SURVEY 


As the design phase of the Denton Road Bridge replacement 
progresses, Van Buren Township is seeking public input in selecting 
the aesthetic for the bridge. Take the survey below to choose your 

favorite aesthetic design. 


We want to hear from YOU! 


Scan the QR code to pick your favorite aesthetic 
for the Denton Road Bridge. 


IS YOUR BUSINESS "^ X X 
A TARGET > Ih 
"œ BURGLARS 


7:34269/22898 


Get SERIOUS about your Security! 
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION 
for BOTH your Business & Home... 


* Remote Control-View-Playback 
* Email / Smartphone Alerts 

* PC / Mac Support 

* No monthly fees 


$150 


Includes: 

* Installation 

* 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome) 
* 19" Monitor 

- DVR (2TB) 


innovative 


COMPUTERS 


Full-Service IT * Networks * Cameras 


VBT 


(continued from page 13) 


2023 DDA Annual Report. The VBT DDA 
was created in 1990; 

* Approved having Fishbeck engineers 
provide a Reliability Study and General 
Plan for the township's water system in the 
amount of $34,500. The study is mandated 
by law every five years and VBT's last study 
was in 2016; 

* Approved having Fishbeck engineers 
provide engineering services for the North 
Shore and Beckley Road pump station 
replacements for the township sanitary 
system in the amount of $68,900. The 
North Shore pump station has three grinder 
pumps in wet well and a 1-1/4-inch diameter 
discharge. The station was installed in 2013. 
The Beckley Road pump station is a 100 
gpm-rated steel dry-pit pump station installed 
in 1970. The North Shore pump station has 
reliability issues and Beckley Road pump 
station is at the end of its useful life; 

* Approved the petition and resolution for 


TAR 
TREE SERVICE, INC. 


ER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FULLY INSURED 


734-753-5800 
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the abandonment of a portion of the Bell 
Creek Drain on properties owned by Ashley 
Capital on the west side of Haggerty Road 
south of Van Born and 6480 Haggerty Rd. 
The abandonment of this section of the drain 
will facilitate the development of the 175- 
acre Crossroads North Phase 2 development. 
The drain, which starts on the site, will be 
rerouted to the storm basin and south to a 
different drainage district. The petition and 
resolution is required by the Michigan Drain 
Code for this abandonment to occur. Wayne 
County makes the final decision; 

* Heard Morris Little from Van Buren 
Estates say there is a rumor about a new 
township hall being built. Treasurer Sharry 
Budd, who was chairing the meeting in the 
absence of the supervisor, said they are not 
building a new building for the township 
hall, but they are building a community 
center. Little also asked about who is paying 
for the reconstruction of Haggerty Road and 
was told it was mainly the grants. Little said 
at one point the supervisor wanted to pay a 
large amount for the project, but that didn't 
happen; and 

* Heard Clerk Leon Wright say that because 
of State Proposal 2, there are changes to how 
the voting will go in 2024, starting with the 
Republican presidential primary on Feb. 27 
and then elections in August and November. 
He said early voting will take place nine 
days before election day and the township 
has two precincts set up at the township hall 
where people can vote and then put their 
ballot in the tabulator. He said they also have 
no-reason absentee voting, which starts 45 
days ahead of election day, but these ballots 
are not counted until election day. If a voter 
changes his or her mind after turning in the 
absentee ballot, the ballot can be spoiled 
and the voter can revote. There is a major 
difference between the two voting methods 
because with early voting, the ballots are put 
into the tabulator and can't be recalled. 


> BREAK-INS CAUGHT ON CAMERA 


ex A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995. 
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net 


City of Belleville Public Notice 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CITY OF BELLEVILLE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF 
BELLEVILLE ZONING ORDINACE 


Notice is hereby given that the City of Belleville's Planning Commission will 
conduct a public hearing to receive comments on proposed amendments to 
the City of Belleville's Zoning Ordinance regarding Seasonal Boat Storage. 


The Planning Commission will conduct its public hearing on January 11, 
2024 at 7:30 PM, during the regular City of Belleville Planning Commission 
meeting, at the Municipal Council Chambers located at 6 Main Street, 
Belleville, Michigan. 


Copies of the proposed Amendment will be available for inspection by the 
public at the Office of the City Clerk, 6 Main Street, Belleville, Michigan. 
Written comments will be received until the hearing record is closed on 


January 11, 2024. Written comments should be sent to the City of 
Belleville's City Manager, Jason Smith, at 6 Main St, Belleville, MI, 48111. 


Briana Hootman 
Clerk/Treasurer 


Publish: 12/28/2023, 01/04/2024 
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Our Office has Over 221 Years of Real 


nu GLENN SILVENI Estate Experience. Our Knowledge Happ y 


Shared becomes your Power Multiplied. 


CRO PROADA IH ( Prior #1, #2 and 43 RE/MAX New 


Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (73 4) 740-3000 Apen southeastern Michigan eav 
email: mrsold@mrsold.com Office (734) 699-4000 Mayor City of Belleville 


website: mrsold.com 1987-1995 


- x IIT 
21900 BOHN, SUMPTER TWP 

THREE BEDROOM 2 1/2 Bath Ranch featuring Hard- 
wood Floors, 3 Seasons Sunroom plus walkout to Huge 
Deck. Newer Metal Roof, 2 1/2 Car Garage $279,900 


48295 BAYSHORE, VAN BUREN TW 


BELLEVILLE LAKE $$$$ in Improvements. 2 Bedrooms, 
2 1/2 Baths, Smart Designed Kitchen with Cabinets and 
Granite, Fireplace, Hardwood,Covered Patio $299,900 


l 18275 HARMAN., MELVINDALE 


STORYBOOK LOOK! Beautiful 3 Bedroom home with 
Hardwood floors everywhere, Full Basement, 4 Seasons room, 
Large Yard and big Garage plus More. $164,900 


45910 PURPLE SAGE, VAN BUREN TWP 

IMMACULATE First floor condo with 2 bedrooms and 2 
full baths.Some Newer Carpet & Wood flooring, newer re- 
frigerator. Living area, doorwall leading to deck $159,900 


27900 ROMINE, HURON TOWNSHIP 8909 RAWSONVILLE, SUMPTER TWP 
BRICK AND VINYL COUNTRY RANCH Featuring 3| ROOM TO ROAM 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths and over 2.300 | 2 KEY BUILDINGS WITH OVER 10,000 SQ FEET. Owner 
Living Room w Fireplace, Family Room, Kitchen with | bedrooms, Huge family room, hardwood floors. 1 1/2 car} Square Feet with Separate Living Space. 3+ Car Garage and | retiring after 37 Years. Traffic count 12,000 cars per day. 
Corian, Full Basement, 2 1/2 Car Garage & more. $225,000 | garage PLUS 40x30 Pole Barn. A Clean Dream.$240.000 | Workshop. One acre, beautiful yard and mature trees. $240,000 | $995,000 NOTE: 458 Main could be purchased separately. 
BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE; GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND | WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000 |7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS |6551 BUNTON, YPSILANTI TWP 427 X 1019 
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITHCITY | BY METRO AIRPORT $250,000 HURON TWP VAC CLARK 74 AC $40,000 | AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $40,000 | 10 ACRES PAVED STREET NOW $200,000 
WATER AND SEWER AT STREET ACROSS SUMPTER RD EXETER TWP 8 AC $80,000 |HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000 |BUILDER SPECIAL 3 LOTS for $100,000 | 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN- 
FROM BELLEVILLE LAKE NOW $49000 |VACANT JUDD SUMPTER 2.1 AC $45,000 WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE L64AC $65,000 [SUMPTER TWP CLARK 17*AC $199,500 | TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED 
3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT |VACANT JUDD 8.7 AC. PAVED RD $85,000| COLF ROAD EXETER TWP 10 AC $100.000 |[BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85,000 | STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. — $550,000 
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000 'HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000 !50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE — $55,000 ‘VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $38,000! VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT" $55,000 


3136 MILDRED, WAYNE 
IMPRESSIVE BRICK RANCH 3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, 


458 MAIN & 25 FIFTH STREET, BELLEVILLE 


ATCHINSON | 9800 BELLEVILLE RD. "i. WELCOME, 


VELLERA UAE Oc) am = BRANDON MILLER! 


